Introducing IO: Interprofessional Optometry
Welcome to the first journal for interprofessional care specifically for optometry. Although this term has appeared in the literature for almost 35 years (Edlow and Edmonds, 1983) , to our knowledge, this is the first interprofessional optometry journal to appear.
Interprofessional care is often confused with interdisciplinary care. Serial interdisciplinary care is currently the norm in the United States. At the hub is the PCP, who triages and makes referrals to secondary and tertiary specialists. The patient returns to the PCP when new problems arise -or old problems are unresolved.
Conversely, interprofessionalism puts the patient at the center. It is similar to interprofessional education. The National Center for Interprofessional Practice and Education uses the following definition for the latter: "two or more professions in health and social care learn together during all or part of their professional training with the object of cultivating collaborative practice for providing client-or patient-centered health care."
Clinically, interprofessional care can be interpreted as having the patient seen by more than one profession at the same visit. These professionals could then consult in a live, face-to-face fashion while the patient is still at this longer visit, in order to optimize coordination. For example, interprofessional diabetes care can include pharmacy, dental hygiene, OT, PT, PA, professional psychology, and optometry (Timpone, 2012 
